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Toward a Bible-reading anette 


MISSION board secretary recently worked 

over her mail as her train carried her from 

New York to another city. Sharing the Pull- 
an section with her was a young woman, who 
atched her for a while, and then said, “I am so 
rious. What do you do,—do you travel for a liv- 
g?”’—“‘My work does call for a good deal of travel,” 
is the answer. “I am a mission board secretary.” 
he girl’s face lighted up. “Oh, I am so glad I have 
et some one who knows about missions. You see,— 
don’t, and I’ve got to learn.” 
She explained that her husband, a dentist in the 
med forces, was stationed in Africa. She had had 
letter from her husband’s chaplain, telling her 
yout him. He had become interested in a mission 
hool, and was giving the children dental attention. 
nd he had caught the contagion of Christianity, as 
> saw it exemplified out there. 
“T have watched your husband’s spiritual growth,” 
rote the chaplain. “He is developing visibly. He 
ill be a changed man when he comes back to you. 
am writing you so that, when he comes back, he 
ay find that you have grown spiritually too. Do 
>t let him down. Be sure that you are ready to meet 
e man he is so rapidly becoming.” 
“T must learn about the church,” continued the 
yung woman. “I must prepare. I want to be ready 
_meet my husband.” 
‘The rest of this conversation is not reported. It 
ight well have continued in some such words as 
ese: “And how are you going to prepare? how 
ie you going to learn about the church?—‘“Well, 
attending its services, I suppose. You see, I grew 
) in the Sunday school in my little home town. | 
link I could feel at home in a church.”—‘That’s 
‘od; and then what?” the mission board secretary 
ight inquire. 
‘Well, what would you suggest?””—“I would sug- 
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gest some thorough, continuous, prayerful Bible 
reading. You know that it has largely been the 
Bible that has made the church in modern days. And 
the only people who have been successful in leading 
the church in its expansion into all parts of the world 
have been people who have earnestly read and 
studied the Bible.” 

“But, I hardly expect that I shall become a leader 
in the church,” might be the rejoinder.—“Yes, but 
it goes further than that. The followers within the 
church,—the plain people in the pews who look up 
to their leaders,—they are never likely to either gain 
much from their membership or give much to the 
cause of Christ, unless they know their Bibles.” 

“What you say reminds me now of the Sunday- 
school teacher I had when I was almost twelve years 
old. I almost joined the church one spring, when 
she talked to us about it. How she did know her 
Bible! She made its stories and its lessons so real 
and gripping. How I wish now—” 

And so the conversation might have gone on. How 
desperately timely! One respect in which this war 
is different from any other into which America has 
sent her boys, is that so many of them are, and will 
be, serving in mission lands. ‘There is one supreme 
way to prepare for the opportunities that shall follow 
such a war. It is to develop a Bible-reading America. 

For months there has been a turning to the Bible 
in our country. So much the greater is the danger 
that well-meaning people will become discouraged 
when they try to read a large book that is new to 
them. Guidance is needed. Let parents, pastors, 
and Sunday-school leaders give it. Elsewhere in this 
issue is the story of how the great city of Philadelphia 
is attacking this problem. Pages 56 and 57 describe 
in detail another program of popular Bible reading. 
Write to the American Bible Society for other helps. 
America must become a Bible-reading nation. 
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Pray for Thailand 


In the last ten years over two million Bibles, Testaments, and portions 
of Scripture have been put into the hands of the people of Thailand. 
Though many confessed Christians have denied Christ, there will be a 
great turning back to him when threats of pressure have been removed 


by Robert O. Franklin 


OU will remember that, a few years ago, we 

were hearing here at home: ‘America for 

Americans,” “Buy American.” And across the 
waters they were saying: “Britain for the British,” 
“Buy British.” Little Siam caught the same spirit, 
and they began to say: “Siam for the Siamese,” “Buy 
Siamese.” And immediately there began to develop 
a spirit of opposition toward peoples and things that 
were not distinctly Siamese. Many foreigners in gov- 
ernment employ were dismissed. There was a falling 
off in foreign business, and Siamese who were in the 
employ of foreigners were frowned upon. It was 
also urged that no property rights be conveyed to any 
foreigners. 

It was not long until a new note was injected into 
the cry, and it became “Siam for the common man, 
as well as for the King and princes.” ‘The result was 
that, in 1932, the absolute monarchy, that had ruled 
the country for more than a hundred years, was sud- 
denly overthrown, and a constitutional monarchy 
established in its stead. 

But, that was not enough. For more than a hun- 
dred years the country had been known to the world 
as “S1aM”’; but this word harked of a foreign mean- 
ing. So, in 1939, they chose a new name for the 
country—THAILAND, meaning, “The Land of the 
Pree.) 

All these political changes set at a tremendous dis- 
advantage everybody and everything that was not 


Colporteur Nai Kit showing his Scriptures to a man 
attached to the great Buddhist temple Wat Po 


primarily Thai or Siamese. They affected the reli- 
gious life of the country as well. 

The state religion of Thailand is Buddhism; and 
so another note was injected into the cry. It be- 
came “Thailand for all the Thai; and every Thai 
must profess Buddhism, and any one who does not 
so profess is a traitor to his country.” This touched 
every national; and practically every one in govern- 
ment employ who professed any other faith was dis- 
missed from service, and no one was accepted as a 
government employee who did not acknowledge in 
writing his allegiance to both the political and reli- 
gious declarations of the country. 

This emphasis laid upon the religious life by the 
government brought about a tremendous revival of 
Buddhism all over the country. It expressed itself 
in outward forms that are interesting to note. 

First, there was the building of new temples. Some 
two years ago they began the erection of what will 
perhaps be the largest and grandest temple in all 
the land. It is located a little distance to the north 
of Bangkok. I passed the grounds several times, and 
saw something of the foundation work. It was 
enormous. Knowing the Thai as I do, and knowing 
the lavish way in which they spend their money on 
their temples,—temple building is one of the very 
important ways they have of making merit,—I know 
that when this great, central, national structure is 
completed, it will be a real monument to Buddhism. 

Then the spirit of temple repairing spread all over 
the country. Old temples that appeared ready to 
tumble down have been renewed and retouched till 
they look like new. Temple walls have been re- 
paired and rewhitewashed, till one has the feeling 
that the whole country is filled with new temples. 

Another thing that has taken on new life in con- 
nection with the temples, is the painting and repaint- 
ing of Buddhistic stories on all the walls and ceilings 
of the buildings. The temple buildings are usually 
surrounded by spacious grounds. On the outer 
boundaries brick walls are built, and, on the inside of 
these walls, sheds extend for some ten feet. Under 
these sheds hundreds of idols are placed, and again 
Buddhist stories decorate the walls. I am perfectly 
safe in saying that there are hundreds of miles of 
these picture stories; and it isan impressive sight to 
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see the hundreds of people, especially on their holy 
days, going along looking at and talking about these 
pictures. Another religious expression,—one that 
I have never seen before in Bangkok,—is the tying of 
“spirit strings” around buildings and _ special 
grounds. ‘These strings are supposed to keep the 
“good spirits” within the string enclosure, and to 
prevent “evil spirits” from entering. These “spirit 
strings” are very common sights in the north and 
east; but until recently they were very, very seldom 
scen in Bangkok. Imagine my surprise when passing 
the Grand Palace grounds a few weeks before our 
internment, to see these “spirit strings” on the walls 
surrounding this immense enclosure. Within this 
enclosure is the famous emerald idol. 

Another outward expression of this religious re- 
vival may be seen in their renewed devotion to, and 
their care of, their idols. The monstrous reclining 
idol in Wat Po, Bangkok, which is 175 feet long, 20 
feet or more across the chest, with feet 6 by 14 feet, 
is made of brick and mortar, and was formerly heav- 
ily overlaid with gold leaf. It has been in a bad 
state of repair for many years; but now they are re- 
newing its dress with a complete new covering of 
gold leaf. This is but an example of what is being 
done to multiplied thousands of idols, large and 
small, all over the country. 

With all these tremendous changes taking place 
in governmental affairs and in the religious life of 
the country, it is natural to expect all our mission 
work to be affected in an adverse way. And so it 
has been. 

Since our Bible Society work is so very closely tied 
to all other forms of the missionary enterprise, I 
should here like to share with you the picture of 
opposition to all our work that I have seen develop- 
ing these last few years. Every phase of the opposi- 
tion touched the Bible Society work. 

The opposition was, perhaps, felt first in our gen- 
eral school work, including our Bible school in east 
Thailand where we were training men for colporteur- 
evangelistic work. Until not so long ago, we were 
permitted to teach when and what we wanted to 
teach; and in all our mission schools a good Bible 
course was given, and the Bible Society was always 
glad to furnish whatever Scriptures were needed for 
the schools. But a little while ago the government 
told us what we could teach, and when we could 
teach. Of course, no time or place was given for 
Bible teaching; and so our mission schools have lost 
much of their place as evangelizing agencies, and the 
Bible Society has lost much in its contacts with stu- 
dent life. 

The opposition has also been felt, and felt keenly, 
in the mission’s medical work. Many of the mis- 
sion hospitals had been taken over by the govern- 
ment before the war struck; and in many others, 
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government trained doctors had been placed. This 
was another blow to the evangelistic program, and 
another blow to the Bible Society; for with non- 
Christian doctors almost no Scriptures are passed 
to the patients in the hospitals. 

These new national movements did not leave un- 
touched the more specific work of the Bible Society— 
that done by the colporteurs. For many months the 
colporteurs had been reporting more and more difh- 
culties and discouragements in the way of Scripture 
distribution. One phase was that of portions re- 
turned after sales had been made. ‘This was usually 
among school children. Sales would be made; the 
children would carry the portion home with them, 
or to school or to the temple, and parent, teacher 
or priest would require the child to return the por- 
tion and ask for the stang paid for it. Until recently 
the schools were excellent distributing points, but 
not so any longer. We have also noticed that it has 
been much more difficult of late to get people to 
accept the Scriptures even as a free gift. 

There is no question but that the whole picture 
of mission work in Thailand.at the present time is 
a fearfully dark one. Since returning home, many 
have said to me, “Will we ever be able to get back, 
and if we do get back, will we ever be able to do 
any aggressive mission work again?” 

My answer is this: We will never be able to get 
back until the military power of Japan is com- 
pletely broken. As I see it, much of the changed 
attitude of the ‘Thai toward everything that is for- 
eign and Christian has come about because of pres- 
sure from Japan. Japan is in complete control of 
Thailand today, and she will continue that control, 
until her military power is broken and her armies 
put back on their island home. ‘Thailand is helpless. 

I believe with all my heart that the day is coming 
when we shall be back. ‘The last word we had from 
Christians and non-Christians was this, “Come back 
to Thailand as soon as ever you can. America and 
American missionaries are our best and _ truest 
friends.” 

I do not believe, however, that we will ever go 
back to Thailand or any other part of the Orient 
to do the educational work that our missions have 
done so well in the past. Nor will we ever be back 
to do the medical work which in the past has been 
such an evangelizing force. ‘The national govern- 
ments have taken over these agencies, and have been 
producing splendid results. But I believe, with all 
my heart, that the Bible Society with its program of 
putting the Word of God into the hands of all the 
people, and the evangelistic program that preaches 

esus Christ as the true and only Saviour of the 
world,—I believe these agencies will go back to larger 
and more demanding opportunities than they have 
ever had before. Even so may it be, Lord Jesus! 
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Philadelphia Is 
Reading the Bible 


T began in® Rochester, New York. 

Dr. George G. Dilworth, Secretary of the Penn- 

sylvania Bible Society and also of the Atlantic 
District of the American Bible Society, had partici- 
pated in January in a Bible crusade in Rochester. 

He came back with a vision for his home city. 

He talked to some of the church leaders. 

The suggestion burst into a flame of enthusiasm. 
Things moved swiftly with the fervor of a revival. 

A laymen’s Bible crusade committee was formed. 

A luncheon for ministers brought out so many, 
that success was assured. A thousand churches en- 
dorsed the movement. 

All this happened in February. 

It was decided to hold the crusade in Lent, which 
began March 10, Preparations had to be made at 
top speed. 

A crusade text was chosen—Isaiah 55: 10, 11. Read 
it. 

A crusade director was chosen—Dr. George G. 
Dowey. 

The American Bible Society was asked to cooper- 
ate. 

A fund of $5,000 was authorized to be raised. 

The aims of the crusade were formulated. They 
are: 

To rediscover the Bible in this day of chaos. 

To make the Philadelphia area Bible conscious. 

To magnify the place of the Holy Bible in our 

“American way of life.” 

To stimulate a popular reading and circulation 

of the Bible. 

To teach people methods of reading the Bible. 

To create a deeper sense of spiritual values in 

these critical days. 

The core of the program was announced as a pro- 
gram of daily reading of the Bible, either— 

Through the New Testament in Lent; or 

Through the Four Gospels in Lent; or 

Forty great chapters in forty days. 

A leaflet announcing the schedule of the forty 
great chapters was prepared. 

Bible-book-of-the-week clubs have been organized 
in many neighborhoods. 

Evangelism was not forgotten. Homes without 
readable Bibles are being sought out, and sponsors 
found to donate funds to supply the needed copies. 

There are exhibits, newspaper articles, radio talks, 
moving pictures, and store window exhibits. 

Churches have been organized to press these op- 
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Beautiful Philadelphia 


portunities of the crusade through sermons, prayer 
meetings, pageants, contests, quiz programs. 

There is a poster displayed everywhere—in 
churches, buses, stores, schools. : 

Addresses are being given before service clubs, 
schools, women’s clubs, and other groups. 

Everybody in Philadelphia with its 1,931,334 peo- 
ple, and in its surrounding suburbs with hundreds 
of thousands more, will be at least aware of the im- 
portance of the Bible before Lent is over. — 

It will be hard to escape the Bible in Philadelphia 
from March 10 to April 25. Some churches have 
adopted as their marching orders the injunction 
in Deuteronomy 31: 12. Read it. 

Definite results are expected in Philadephia. 

Many people will have discovered the power of 
the Word of God. 

Many will have laid foundations for a lifelong 
habit of regular Bible reading. 

Many homes will have erected a family altar. 

Many church people will have discovered the joy 
of distributing the Scriptures. 

Many lives will be strengthened and sweetened. 

Many will be won to Christ through the crusade. 

The crusade will not be a flash in the pan. 

A group of laymen will continue to carry on, their 
interest through the years centering in the wider 
and more intelligent reading and study of the Bible 
in Philadelphia. 

As the impulse moved from Rochester to Phila- 
delphia, it will move on to other cities. 

This copy of the BisLE Sociery REcorRpD will reach 
subscribers in the very midst of the Philadelphia 
crusade. 

Those living elsewhere should write their friends 
in Philadelphia for first-hand reports. 

Church leaders in other cities should visit Phil- 
adelphia before Easter, if possible, to catch the con- 
tagion of this wholesome enterprise. 

Ministerial groups in other cities should counsel 
together to plan something similar for their com- 
munities. 

City federations of churches should investigate 
the values of such a crusade for their municipalities. 

What Philadelphia is doing at this Lenten season 
should spread throughout the country in this critical 
year of 1943. 

Every reader of this issue of the BrBLE SociETy 
Recorp can help accomplish this. 
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Testaments “Unto All the World” 


HE American Bible Society’s handy little New 

Testaments described by Chaplain Brasted in 

his article commencing on page 50 are going to 
the ends of the earth. Reports from some of the 
scattered stations are given here. 


From New Guinea 


A base chaplain writes:— 

Your shipment of 1,000 New Testaments, Army edi- 
tion,,shas reached us in good shape. They have been dis- 
tributed to soldiers in the combat zone. A few were given 
to Christian natives, which I believe you will approve. 

At present I have a supply of Testaments, but I 
will anticipate future needs and write to you again. 


From Philadelphia 

A Navy chaplain writes:— 

During my tour at the U. S. Naval hospital, the Ameri- 
can Bible Society has always stood by to answer the spir- 
itual needs of both patients and Navy personnel. It 
seems hardly possible that I have been privileged to be 
a colporteur for nearly three thousand Testaments, cov- 
ering the last year and one half. All of these Testaments 
are given personally to the patients while they are in the 
wards. None ever refuse to read them. It is a joy to 
place the Word of God in their hands. 


From Kodiak, Alaska 

The commander of the Alaskan sector of the north- 
west sea frontier writes:— 

We want to thank you for your interest in our work 
with the Naval personnel ashore and afloat in the Alas- 
kan area. Nineteen hundred forty-three will be a great 
year in Alaskan history. We need the prayers of all the 
churches and the support of everyone, to make sure that 
the religious work in this area is properly carried on. 


From Somewhere at Sea 

A chaplain on a battleship writes via V-mail at 
San Francisco:— 

The 100 Testaments have arrived. They could never 
have come at a more helpful time, and I have already 
commenced their distribution. Rest assured that they 
are welcome, appreciated, and used. God bless you in 
your good work. 


From Chicago 

The senior chaplain at the U.S. Naval Air Station, 
northwest of Chicago, writes:— 

This will acknowledge the receipt yesterday of 1,000 
copies of the New Testament with the imprint of the 
wings on the front cover designed especially for personnel 
of an air station. 

It is kind of the American Bible Society to make these 
copies available for free distribution to our men. May I 
assure you that we will distribute them in the wisest pos- 
sible manner, so that the spirit and sentiment of those 
who made this gift possible may be carried on. I count 
it an honor and privilege to be your agent in this matter. 
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From Ireland 


A soldier in an infantry regiment training in Ire- 
land sends a money order for $24, half a month’s 
pay, with these words: 

Enclosed is a donation for the progress of what is done 


by the Bible Society. May the Lord greatly bless this 
work. 


From Camp Van Dorn, Miss. 


Another private in the headquarters department 
of his station writes:— 

Upon seeing the poster ‘Watch Your Scripture Read- 
ing” (see Bip_te Society Recorp, March 1943, page 45), 
I was so favorably impressed, that I am sending you $10 
to be used for propagating the same in other army camps. 

He then sends his mother’s address and the ad- 
dresses of two army chaplains to whom to send sample 
copies of the poster. 


From Northwest Africa 


A chaplain, who a few months ago had visited the 
Bible House and received a pulpit Bible, writes in 
high spirits from the naval operation base in north- 
west Africa:— 

One of the convoys making our base gave me 150 black, 
paperbound New ‘Testaments, which were all taken 
within three hours by our crew, a number of whom are 
men having experienced combat in these parts, their be- 
longings missing, even the Word. Just when I had given 
up hope of receiving the American Bible Society’s gift of 
200 copies, “White Christmas” brought two prized pack- 
ages, safe and sound. 

When your crew making up divine worship turns out 
in proportions of 250 men, and another 175 take Holy 
Communion, many wearing beards like the saints of old 
(their mark of combat), you sense that the chaplain’s 
life is entirely happy in expending, distributing the Word 
of God—a colporteur in Africa. You should be proud 
of the men of the sea, serving their country with a holy 
glint in their eyes. 

Surely, send me another 200 Navy New Testaments; for, 
due to the size of our operations, I shall need that many 
more. Also send, please, 200 copies of “The Book of 
Psalms,’ another order of 200 “Gospels of John,” if avail- 
able. 


From the Southwest Pacific 

From the Headquarters Service of Supply in the 
Southwest Pacific Area the chaplain writes reassur- 
ingly:— 

I received a copy of the notice of shipment of 1,500 New 
Testaments, and some of the packages have already ar- 
rived. They are well bound and in good, readable type, 
and | assure you that the men of the air services are de- 
lighted to have this edition with the wings stamped on 
the cover. It is part of my problem to procure supplies 
for chaplains in isolated places of this area, and I assure 

(Continued on page 58) 


Let’s Read th 


A plan is offered for reading the New Testament throu, 
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This program is designed for the read- 
ing of the New Testament in about 23 
weeks. Fill in on the first date column 
the month in which reading is started, 
and the succeeding months in their 
order. The daily assignment is then 
established. This is designed for a 30- -day 
month. In February it will be necessary Ee 
to read three or four extra chapters to Le 
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The New Testament Reading Program outlined above grew out How you can help: | 
of a Laymen’s Sunday in the Rye Presbyterian Church, Rye, N. Y. As a reader of the Bible Soci| 
It has been endorsed by the official board of that church and sent Begin the reading schedule 
out to all its members with the board’s recommendations for its use, As a member of a women’s sc 
and is being widely used by the congregation. Get your society to promote 
The folder reproduced here has been prepared for general distri- As a church officer 
bution, and sample copies are available free on request. Get your official board to ¢ 
The American Bible Society is anxious to increase the reading of to the congregation. 
the New Testament throughout the nation at this period of crisis. As a minister 
We need to refresh our minds on the teachings of Jesus and his Get your official board’s ce 
apostles. Many are discovering new values in the old teachings. gregational project. 7 Hf 
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five months. Will you join with others in daily reading ? 
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ent reading schedule 
As a superintendent of a Sunday school 
‘d Get your teachers to adopt this reading schedule. 
/ Recommend it to others. Get the older pupils to adopt it also. 
our church As a parent 


Begin home reading aloud with the members of your family. 
If you use this plan in any one of the ways indicated or in any 
other way, please let us know. We may be able to use your testimony 


in interesting others. 
Address: Bible Reading Program, American Bible Society, Park 


Avenue and 57th Street, New York, N.Y. 
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Dedication and 
Appreciation 


by Ralph W. Bayless 


NEWLY completed Army chapel at Camp 

John T. Knight, Oakland, California, was 

recently the scene of a most significant Sun- 
day morning church service. ‘The chapel had been 
already formally dedicated by the U.S. Government; 
but now the time had arrived for the dedication of 
the pulpit Bible and the several hundred New Testa- 
ments presented by the American Bible Society. 

The post chaplain, Raymond Collier, had chosen 
as the service of dedication the hour when a regi- 
ment of colored troops would be worshipping. And 
what a service it was! Those boys from the Deep 
South filled that west coast chapel to capacity. ‘They 
were far from their home states, and were to travel 
farther yet. Religion was very real to them. It was 
my high privilege to be the preacher of the day. 
They gave rapt attention to every word of the ser- 
mon. ‘The chancel rail was covered with the So- 
ciety’s service ‘'estaments—all of which were eagerly 
sought for by the men at the close of the service. ‘The 
memory of the spontaneous religious songs, personal 
testimonies and prayers by the boys, will abide as a 
perpetual benediction. 

The regimental commander, Lt. Col. J. H. Sher- 
man, and practically all of his white commissioned 
officers and their wives attended this service. As he 
received the gift of Scriptures, Colonel Sherman 
said: 

Men, we are training for a great battle to save God’s 
civilization, his church, and all that has made life worth 
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Dedicating Bibles and Testaments at Camp John T. 
Knight, Lt. Col. J. H. Sherman is seen at the extreme 
right, front row 


while for our loved ones and ourselves. In this battle it 
is better for us to die that the church may live, than for 
us to live to see the church die. 

As Christians we can take it when our turn comes. We 
know that we can do so, because we borrow a strength 
above our own. In a tight pinch all men turn to God. 
It is very true that “There are no atheists in the foxholes.” 

So it is that we are particularly thankful to the Ameri- 
can Bible Society for the gift of these Testaments and 
Bibles. In barracks, on ship and in the field,—yes, and 
in the guardhouse too!—we will carry these little vol- 
umes and read them as guides where there are no chapel 
services and no chaplain. Then the Bible speaks to 
make God very real and near to us. 


Chaplain Collier wrote to the Secretary later:— 

Your participation at the Bible dedication service was 
illustrative of the unparalteled service to Christendom 
which is being rendered by the American Bible Society. 
As a regular Army chaplain for a score of years, I have 
seen literally thousands of Bibles and Testaments given 
to fighting men all over the world—in camp, aboard 
transports on the high seas, and in the actual fields of 
combat. I have seen them being eagerly read by our 
fighting men. May God reward the American Bible So- 
ciety for its incomparable work; for those of us in the 
service never can. 


(Continued from page 55) 

you that the Testaments will be placed in the hands of 
young men who will make good use of them, and who 
will be better men because they have had the Holy Scrip- 
tures with them during these difficult days. 


From Midocean 


A chaplain, writing from Pier 17, Staten Island, 
N. Y., writes:— 

Thank you so much for your kindness in supplying me 
with a nice quantity of New Testaments for my last voy- 
age as transport chaplain. 

I had Bible Day in midocean. I had my assistants take 
the Bibles out on deck in places where men were. Then 
1 got them out on deck, and addressed hundreds of them 
at one time on the importance of the Bible. They lined 
up by the hundreds to get theirs. From then on to the 
end of the voyage it was the usual thing to see men sitting 
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around all over the ship reading their Bibles. Request- 
800 for my next voyage. May I have them soon? 


From Guatemala 


A friend in Guatemala City through whom service 
‘Testaments are distributed, writes: — 

Thank you again for sending the Testaments and 
Psalms; and be assured that we shall prayerfully dis- 
tribute them where they will do the most good. 

It would gladden your heart to see how proudly some 
men carry them with them, and tell where they got 
them. One man, who definitely accepted Christ about a 
month ago, had always carried his Testament with him, 
even though he was “kidded” by some of his fellows. The 
Lord was preparing him for his decision. 

I have begun work for colored people who speak Eng- 
lish, and hope to be able to order Bibles for them in the 
near future, but will not do so until I have a better idea 
as to how many will be needed. 
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(Continued from inside front cover) 

includes “The Lord’s Prayer,” “A Prayer on Go- 
+ ing into Battle,” “A Prayer for Loved Ones,” “A 
" Prayer for a Pure Heart,” “A Prayer of Thanks- 
giving,” ‘“Washington’s Prayer for the Nation,” and 
“A Prayer of Penitence.” 

This wonderful Testament contains many of the 
old and great hymns—‘‘Our God, our help,” “Lead 
on, O King Eternal,” “Onward, Christian soldiers,” 
“Faith of our fathers,” “How firm a foundation,” 
“Rock of Ages,” “Now the day is over,” “America 
the beautiful,” “My country, ‘tis of thee,” and “The 
National Anthem.” 

The last two pages are filled with invaluable helps. 
They tell one “Where to look” when facing a crisis 
and when discouraged; when lonely and fearful; 
when weary; when everything seems to be going from 
bad to worse; when you have sinned; when there is 
fear of death, and so forth. 

Here on the last page is an index to great passages 
of Scripture, ““The Ten Commandments,” “The 
Great Commandments,” “The Shepherd’s Psalm,” 
“The Birth of Jesus,” “The Sermon on the Mount,” 
“The Beatitudes,” “Parables of Christ,’ “Heroes 
of Faith,” ““The Good Shepherd,” and the like. 

Nowhere can there be found so much in so little 
space. And every American Bible Society Testament 
is vocal with the good will and the loving thought- 
fulness of the good people of the church, who, by 
their generosity, have made it possible for this ‘Testa- 
ment to be published and distributed to the men of 
our defense forces. 

Wherever our service men are stationed, they 
want the Word of God; for they know that it abideth 
forever. It is a comfort when all else fails. In the 
distant battle areas, where reading matter, if ob- 
tained at all, is available only in small quantities, for 
many the only reading matter at hand may be the 
New Testament carried in the shirt pocket. 

The most valued book in the writer’s library is 
a New Testament published nearly a hundred years 
ago. It will be passed on to my children and grand- 
children. My father carried this Testament for three 
years when a soldier in the Civil War. When he left 
home for the front in 1862, his mother gave it to him, 
and he carried it wherever he went. It was with him 
in the camp and on the march, at the battle front 
where men fell to rise no more. It was with him in 
bivouac, in the snake-infested swamps, where many 
an exhausted soldier without shelter slept in the mud 
andrain. It bears the marks of field service in storm 
and flood, when the soldier’s clothing and every part 
of his equipment was thoroughly soaked. ; 

The literature most needed in our armed forces 1s 
the Word of God. Let us keep our service men well 
supplied with this the sword of the Spirit. And may 
they read it daily, systematically and prayerfully, and 
follow its teachings as God gives them light. 
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The Cover Picture 


N Tuesday, February 9, Dr. Ralph Mortensen, 

the Society’s Secretary elect for China, pre- 
sented a Bible to Mr. John B. Powell, who is 
a patient in the Presbyterian Hospital, New York 
City. The two men are old friends,—Dr. Mortensen 
having served as a missionary in China for fifteen 
years; and Mr. Powell having worked since 1917 as 
a newspaper writer and correspondent in Shanghai. 
For many years Mr. Powell contributed a chapter 
consisting of a chronology of developments in the 
Far East, including political, civilian, and economic 
life, to the China Christian Year Book. Mr. Powell’s 
long residence in Shanghai brought him into close 
contact with most of the Christian leaders, not only 
of Shanghai, but stationed elsewhere in China; and 
the two papers he edited, the China Weekly Review 
and The China Press carried full accounts of the 
work of Christian missions. 

At the outbreak of war between the United States 
and Japan, Mr. Powell was interned for several 
months in a prison camp, where neglect and abuse 
almost cost him his life. He was released in time to 
return to this country on the refugee ship “Grips- 
holm,” arriving in New York on August 25, 1942. 
He, of course, lost everything, including his Bible 
which the Society, by the hand of his old friend, Dr. 
Mortensen, was glad to replace. 

This picture epitomizes almost everything that the 
American Bible Society does, and brings into focus 
those areas of need which are the Society’s chief con- 
cern. The Society— 


(1) distributes Scriptures to those who have none; 

(2) works in hospitals and in other institutions 
where people are known to be in need. It does a 
special work for the blind, supplying embossed Scrip- 
tures and talking book records for their schools and 
to individuals; 

(3) furnishes Bibles to people who have lost their 
copies through some disaster,—such as a flood, tor- 
nado, earthquake or fire. At present, the Society is 
distributing Scriptures to the prisoners of war in the 
camps in Germany and elsewhere; 

(4) distributes approximately half its Scriptures 
each year in foreign lands, for many of which it must 
aid translators in the preparation of the versions— 
as suggested by Dr. Mortensen’s anticipated sphere 
of activity as the Society’s representative in China 
following the war; 

(5) distributes to those whose need is created by 
the dislocations of war, including soldiers and sailors 
of its own and other lands, and to refugees and other 
dispossessed persons; 

(6) cooperates with the press and other mediums 
of publicity to encourage the use of the Bible. 


’ 
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Items of Interest 


Testimony 


N Capt. Edward V. Rickenbacker’s office as presi- 
I dent of the Eastern Air Lines, Rockefeller Center, 
New York City, on February 9, Secretary Stifler pre- 
sented the noted flyer with a Bible, on the cover of 
which was stamped in gold these words: 


To ‘ 
Captain Epwarp V. RICKENBACKER 
from the AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 
as a token of his witness 
to the power and comfort afforded 
by the Bible 
to men in peril and distress 
on the sea 


The newspaper reports of the harrowing experi- 
ences of Captain Rickenbacker and his comrades 


A Bible is presented to Captain Rickenbacker 


adrift on the Pacific from October 21 to November 
13, the story “Pacific Mission” in Life Magazine, and 
the syndicated article by Lt. James C. Whittaker 
appearing widely throughout the press of the coun- 
try, with their emphasis upon the power of the gospel 
to guide, comfort, and save men, has encouraged, and 
will undoubtedly continue to encourage, many, both 
enlisted men and civilians, to turn with fresh interest 
and hope to their Bibles. For this every Bible-loving 
American should give thanks. 


High Resolve 


RS. ALMA ALLEN, of Oldsmar, Florida, is 
giving her life to the furtherance of the 
“Adopt-a-mother Plan.” The plan calls, first, for 
each person to look in his or her circle of ac- 
quaintances near or far, and select some lonely 
mother or mothers who are suffering silently from 
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adversity, neglect or indifference. Second, to give 
some loving attention to such mothers by the sending 
of gifts, invitations to meals, letters, so that every day 
for every mother may be a mother’s day, 

Mrs. Allen always uses the Bible Society’s “Read 
the Bible” seals on her correspondence. Recently, 
from a refined, cultured woman came the following 
heart-warming message:— 

Thanks, Mrs. Allen, for your fine letter telling of the 
Mother Plan—but it was the “Read the Bible” seal that 
brought tears and tender memories and the high resolve 
that I would again take up the daily reading of the Bible. 
You, perhaps, never thought of us—when you knew us— 
as religious, Bible-reading people, but for many 
years the reading of a chapter was as much a part of our 
morning meal as was the food. We read alternately, and 
while the world is too much with me,— (tragedy is written 
large in her life), I am again renewing the old daily habit 
of reading the Bible, and am trying to interest others. 


Sure 


R. L. L. GWALTNEY, editor of The Alabama 
Baptist, recently wrote Secretary Holloway:— 

Of this I am sure, that, if the churches have a chance to 
make an offering to the American Bible Society, all of 
them will do so. 

On Sunday, January 24, I preached at a rural church, 
Acmar, Alabama, in a mining community. When an- 
nouncements were being made before the preaching serv- 
ice, I told the congregation that the day had been desig- 
nated as American Bible Society Day in our churches. 
I explained in a few words how the Society is providing 
Bibles and Testaments and portions of the Scripture for 
our soldiers. 

I called two men by name, and asked them to stand at 
the door and receive the contributions as the people went 
out. I suppose there were sixty to seventy-five people in 
this rural church, and, as the people filed out of the 
church door, they placed ten dollars in the hands of 
the two men who were standing there. 

There isn’t a church, I believe, in Alabama or any- 
where else in the South that would not give something 
if the work of the American Bible Society were ex- 
plained, and the people had a chance to make an offering 
to it. : 


Censor 


N Army officer, serving as censor for soldiers’ mail, 
was recently converted to Christianity, accord- 

ing to the Office of Chaplains, in Washington, as 
the result of his experience. “So many men,” the 
officer admitted, “writing to their fathers, mothers 
or wives, have shown a faith that was a living and 
real thing, that I began to feel that I was missing 
the biggest thing in life. It changed me for good.” 
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“And How the 
| Gospels Went!” 


by Charles W. Turner 


le many regions of the interior of Brazil it is 
customary, at different times of the year, to 
celebrate various Roman Catholic feasts with en- 
thusiasm. The city of Trindade in the great central 
state of Goyaz, for example, is the traditional center 
for the annual “festa” of the Divine Eternal Father. 
Concerning his experience at this “festa,” Mr. Oliver 
M. Thomson of Goyania, state of Goyaz, writes in- 
terestingly. He says:— 

Again this year, we planned to visit the vast throng esti- 
mated to be 30,000 souls, in order to get the good news of 
God’s free salvation to them. For weeks prior to the 
three days of religious movement, thousands of pilgrims 
arrive by all ways and means: motor truck, oxcart, mule- 
back, and on foot. And, while many attend simply to 
buy and sell, there are ever sincere folks hoping to find 
rest for their souls. 

Through the kindness of the American Bible Society, 
we arranged, for a very moderate sum, a goodly supply 
of very attractive Gospels. Early in the “festa” week we 
visited our little congregation in Trindade, and pre- 
pared the way. On the Friday two of our students were 
on the job with us, helping in short open-air meetings at 
various points, and each with large, eager crowds. We 
simply sang a hymn accompanied by the Bilhorn porta- 
ble organ, explained our mission, sang again, gave a brief 
seven or eight-minute gospel message, and ended by of- 
fering Gospels to any with sufficient interest to secure the 
four Gospels for a very insignificant sum. Distributing 
in this way assures us that they will be read and carried 
home; and it was gratifying to see how eagerly interested 
souls sought them. 

Sunday was the “great day of the feast.” We organ- 
ized a splendid group of twenty helpers, including the 
Reverend A. Wesley Archibald of the Annapolis Bible 
Institute with his students, and the Reverend Silas Cou- 
tinho of the city of Sao Paulo. By now Trindade was a 
regular Vanity Fair with all its sideshows. We encircled 


the town, preaching at nine points; and we never had ~ 


less than 250 listeners at each place. The last gathering 
was exceptionally large, with approximately a thousand 
souls drinking in the message. And how the Gospels 
went! Other Bible portions and tracts were wisely dis- 
tributed also. At dusk we were on our bus and car, 
leaving behind many new friends with the precious seed 
newly planted in their hearts; others with it in their 
pockets and baggage. Do pray that all of this seed sown 
will bring forth good fruit. 

The Brazil Agency thanks Mr. Thomson for his 


valued cooperation. 
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Rev. Silas Coutinho preaching the gospel to the crowds 
at Trindade. Note the Gospels on the organ 


Progress in Chicago 


N January, 22, 1943, the Chicago Bible Society 
() reviewed the year just closed—the one hun- 
dred and third in its long period of service. 
More than five hundred ‘people sat down to dinner 
after the invocation offered by Bishop S. P. Spreng. 
The music was rendered by the chapel symphonic 
choir of the U.S. Naval Air Station of Chicago, whose 
members—Lt. Roderic Lee Smith, J. Maurice Dob- 
bins, Sp (W) 2c, Reginald R. Gerig, Ygc, and Wil- 
liam Carver Williams, Sea 1c—had all been engaged 
in professional music in civilian life. They both 
played and sang in the evening’s program. 

The principal address was given by Rev. Charles 
W. Koller, D.D., president of the Northern Baptist 
Theological Seminary. 

The reports were most encouraging. More Bibles 
and Testaments were granted and more contribu- 
tions received than in recent years. In addition 
to a gift of $1,000 to the regular work of the Ameri- 
can Bible Society, the Chicago Society made a like 
gift to the parent Society’s War Emergency Fund 
for furnishing Testaments to service men, and of- 
fered $500 more directly for this important need. 

Ten thousand copies of the Gospel of St. John 
wrapped as gifts by volunteer workers were placed on 
hospital breakfast trays in Chicago on Easter morn- 
ing. This was repeated on Christmas morning for 
several hospitals which especially requested it. 

A vigorous program of placing Bibles in the pews 
of churches gained momentum during the year. 

The total circulation for the year was 30,545 Bi- 
bles, 37,807 New Testaments, and 274,695 portions, 
including 447 Concordances. Of this total, 72,401 
volumes were distributed as free grants. 

Rev. Orlando Ingvoldstad was reelected president 
of the Society for the coming year, and the slogan 
adopted for the year is “A Bible for everyone who 
has none.” 

Secretary Robert T. Taylor brought to the Febru- 
ary meeting of the Board of Managers of the Ameri- 
can Bible Society the greetings of the Chicago Bible 
Society, and carried back the felicitations and con- 
eratulations of the Board. 
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The Bible on the Air 


ECRETARY Stifler’s 1943 series of 

Blue Network broadcasts will be 
heard every Monday from coast to 
coast at 1:30 p.m. EWT, beginning on 
April 5. This year they will run for 
six months. The theme is “The 
Changeless Bible,’ and the topics are 
as follows: April 5, “What is the 
Bible”; April 12, “What the Bible 
contains’; April 19, ‘““Who wrote the 
Bible’; April 26, “Who publishes the 
Bible’; May 3, “Who distributes the 
Bible”; May 10, “Who reads the Bi- 
ble’; May 17, “The Bible and the 
English Language’; May 24, “The 
Bible and the American Way of Life’’; 
May 31, ‘Translating the Bible”; 
June 7, “Bibles on the Top Shelf”; 
June 14, “The Bible in the Church”; 
June 21, “The Bible in the Barracks’; 
June 28, “The Bible and the Blind”; 
July 5, “Great Men and the Bible”; 
July ig, “Little Children love the 
Bible’; July 19, “Popularizing the 
Bible”; July 26, “Making the Bible 
Your Own”; August 2, “How to read 
the Bible”; August 9, “How to study 
the Bible’; August 16, “The Bible 
and Business”; August 23, “The Bible 
and the American Home”; August 30, 
“The Bible and Tomorrow”; Septem- 
ber 6, “The Brotherhood of the 


Bible”; September 13, ““The Bible and’ 


the Public School’; September 20, 
“The Bible and Evangelism”; Septem- 
ber 27, “My Words Shall Not Pass 
Away.” 
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Editorial Comment 


Testaments for Liferafts 


HE March issue of the BiBLE So- 


cieTY Recorp carried an = an- 
nouncement of the Society’s provision 


“of New Testaments in waterproof 


containers, one to be supplied for 
every lifeboat and liferaft on the hun- 
dreds of merchant vessels operating 
under the War Shipping Administra- 
tion. As we go to press, more than 
ten thousands of these Testaments 
have been ordered. It is expected 
that the number will exceed 20,000. 


e@ @ 
New Sound Film on the Bible 


HE Book for the World of ‘Tomor- 

row” is the title of the Society’s 
new film, just released. It is in 16mm 
film, and takes 27 minutes to run. 
It is obtainable from the Bible House 
in New York and at certain other 
points throughout the country for a 
week’s booking at a rental of $10 
(plus transportation costs). In lieu 
of rental, the Society’s Visual Educa- 
tion Department will accept offerings 
taken in connection with showings 
during the week of rental. 


HE John Day Co. is just bring- 

ing from the press a book by Mr. 
Creighton Lacy, son of Bishop Carle- 
ton Lacy of Fukien, China, who for 
twenty years served as the American 
Bible Society Secretary for China. The 
book is entitled “Is China a Democ- 
racy?’ and the young author, just 
completing his second year in the 
‘Theological Seminary, contends that 
the question posed by the title must 
be answered  affirmatively,—all of 
which recalls that the Society's repre- 
sentatives in Free China report that 
the New Testament is immensely pop- 
ular with the students in China’s state 
universities because of its eloquent en- 
dorsement of their convictions regard- 
ing the social structure of the China 
that is in the making. Students of 
the Christian cause in China will be 
interested in Creighton Lacy’s new 
book. 

ee 

HOSE who wish to make personal 

gifts of leather-bound volumes of 
Scripture to Army and Navy men will 
be glad to know that the Society has 
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just brought out a handsome book 
containing the New Testament, the 
Book of Psalms, and the extra ma- 
terial listed in Chaplain Brasted’s ar- 
ticle on page 50. The volume is 
pocket size, printed on India paper, 
less than one-half-inch thick, bound 
in limp leather, brown for the Army 
and blue for the Navy, with gold let- 
tering. The books are obtainable 
from any of the Society's depositories 
at $1 plus 3c postage. 
ee 

T HE Society would appreciate gifts 

of U.S. stamps, preferably over 4C 
denomination, foreign stamps, and 
censored envelopes. Also, there is a 
demand for books about stamps, not 
price lists or catalogues, but stamp 
descriptions in any language. Pro- 
ceeds go to the War Emergency Fund. 
Thanks are extended to the many 
friends who have been providing the 
Society with stamps and covers since 
our first appeal. 


February Meeting 
of the Board 


HE tenth stated meeting of the 

Board of Managers of the Ameri- 
can Bible Society in its one hundred 
and twenty-seventh year was held at 
the Bible House, Park Avenue and 
57th Street, New York City, on Thurs- 
day, February 4, 1943, at 3:30 p.m., 
Vice President William Jay Schieffelin 
in the chair. 

Devotional exercises were 
ducted by Dr. Ralph Mortensen. 

The minutes of the ninth stated 
meeting of the year were approved. 

Dr. Robert T. Taylor brought 
greetings from the Chicago Bible So- 
ciety, which held its annual meeting 
on January 22. 

The minutes of the various stand- 
ing committees were presented and 
approved, and their recommendations 
adopted. 

A grant of 4,500 Bibles and 4,000 
New ‘Testaments was authorized to be 
made to the American Sunday School 
Union on the sale and distribution 
plan. 

The Bible to be presented to Capt. 
Eddie Rickenbacker was exhibited. 

It was reported that President Man- 
son’s health had greatly improved. 

The meeting was adjourned. 


con- 
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OU can share the Word with others and 

receive an income for life for yourself— 
easily and simply through the Annuity Agree- 
ment plan of the American Bible Society. 


Why not join the thousands of grateful 
owners of these Agreements—those who 
REGULARLY receive their checks at stated 
intervals—those who have that pleasant 
realization of knowing that their agreement 


has almost 100 years of success behind it? 


And, too, wouldn’t it give you a glow of satis- 
faction to know that you are sharing in the 
work of distributing the Scriptures to millions 
throughout the world? 


A Gift That Lives tells you of this grand 
plan and how it works. Will you not let us 
send you this booklet? 


an MAIL THE COUPON TODAY 


INCOME 
ASSURED 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 
Bible House, Park Avenue and 57th Street, New York 


Please send me, without obligation, your booklet 62Az entitled A Gift That Lives. 
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